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The original kitchen was choppy and cramped, so Kristin Tharpe opened up the layout. 
She made the island larger and added a Carrara marble top. She kept the original 
cabinetry details but complemented them with a herringbone Carrara marble backsplash. 
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PatiEntly
waiting

Raleigh designeR KRistin thaRpe’s Resolve to 
hold off on Redesigning heR home paid off.



54   Home Design & Decor Triangle  |  ocTober / november 2018



ocTober / november 2018  |  Home Design & Decor Triangle   55

a
s a designer, Kristin Tharpe likes to paint 
a picture for her clients of what their 
home could look like through renderings 
of interior design overhauls and additions. 
Shortly after that, the plan is put into 
action. Paint changes, new furniture, and 

artwork all transform the space into the vision Tharpe pre-
sented early on in the design process.
 But when the Raleigh-based designer was faced with 
redesigning her new home, no renderings were done, no 
plans were put into action. Instead, she waited. “Our home 
sold fairly quickly, so we had to rush to find a new one,” 
she says. Tharpe and her husband, Gray, quickly fell in 
love with a home that had traditional bones and plenty of 
character. Of course, they knew that they would want to 
renovate rooms like the kitchen and master bathroom, but 
when it came to the interiors, Tharpe knew that deferring 
was the wisest choice.  
 “There were things I knew I wanted to change, but I 
made myself wait a year before doing anything major to the 
home,” she explains. “I really wanted us to live in the space 
for a while and see what we liked and what didn’t work for 
our family. That was really the hardest thing, having to wait. 
As a designer, you want to go in and get everything done 
immediately. This was a testament to my patience for sure!”
 Tharpe’s resolve to live in the home for a year paid off. 
The kitchen, for example, needed a major overhaul; but 
in hindsight, Tharpe’s conservative approach saved some 
beautiful cabinetry details along with the whole island concept. 
“There were definitely things I would have torn out initially 
when we first moved in that, in retrospect, I would’ve been 
really upset about losing,” she says. “We gutted pretty much 
the entire space and reworked the layout and flow, so it made 
more sense for our family.” 
 The disproportioned island was made larger and topped 
with a bright Carrara marble counter while the existing wood 
butcher block on the perimeter counters was replaced with 
modeled black soapstone. “The wood counters were just too 
heavy when coupled with the wood floors, so we really wanted 
to lighten things up,” she says. The Carrara marble backsplash 
installed in a herringbone pattern brightens the space.
 The living spaces were dark, and every room was a 
different color. “Everything was brown, and it just felt so 
heavy and like nothing worked together,” Tharpe says. “I 

Opposite: “I love a layered aesthetic because it provides visual interest,” 
Tharpe says, who added an authentic headdress from Cameroon above 
the traditional brick fireplace and accented with contemporary artwork. 
Top: Tharpe fell for the slightly bowed front of the Hickory Chair chest in 
the living room. “The hardware are hand-cast brass acorns, which are like 
jewelry,” she says. Atop, she added a large abstract piece of art layered with 
smaller pieces including one by artist Dani Shafer.
Bottom: Tharpe’s daughter Eaton is a music lover like her father. On her 
seventh birthday, he gave her a pink electric guitar. “And my youngest 
plays the drums!” Tharpe laughs. “Guess you could say it’s never quiet 
around here!”
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A collected look allows you to peel away the layers and find something new 
every time you walk in the space. Tharpe’s living room is no different with 
artwork layered atop windows and pillows nestled against each other.
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Above: A round dining table in the breakfast nook creates a soft visual with a painted base and wood top and is accented by chairs with dark grain leather. 
Opposite Top Left: Tharpe prefers a mixed aesthetic, so she balanced the traditional dining room table with alternate seating that “felt true to the space and the way we 
live,” she says. The wallpaper is by Cole & Son.
Opposite Top Right: Music-inspired decor throughout the home pay homage to the family’s love of music. 
Opposite Bottom Left: After a visit to a museum that was selling some of its books, Tharpe came across a textile book featuring archive fabric swatches from a library in 
France. The designer framed pages from the book, which now hang above the sofa in the living room. “It was the find of a lifetime,” she says. “Everybody asks about them 
and compliments them.”
Opposite Bottom Right: Tharpe pulled the trigger on a hand-block wallpaper by Schumacher in the downstairs powder room and created a dramatic escape for guests. 
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A practical but fun daybed found home in Tharpe’s 
daughter Elliott’s room. It’s the perfect solution – the 
trundle pops up to a queen-size bed making sleepovers 
with friends seamless.
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remember thinking when 
we first saw the home that 
this would definitely have to 
change.” A dose of new paint 
updated the entire home 
and laid the groundwork 
for Tharpe’s vision, which 
included an updated furniture 
and lighting layout and new 
finishes. 
 It was the living room where 
Tharpe spent most of her time 
reimagining the space. Here, 
she added recessed lighting and 
a chandelier, which gave the 
room an instant facelift. The 
designer’s signature layering of 
textures and fabrics, as well as 
mixing and matching of styles 
is apparent in the living room. 
Classic, timeless pieces like the 
Hickory Chair sofa are paired 
with more modern touches 
like a stunning gallery wall of 
framed fabric swatches found in 
an antique French textile book. 
A traditional headdress from 
Cameroon serves as a unique 
centerpiece above the fireplace, 
all complemented by pieces 
Tharpe collected during scouting 
trips at home and abroad.
 Though it was a test of 
patience for the designer to 
hold off on diving into her new 
home’s redesign, it paid off. 
Tharpe was a vision of patience, 
and her instinct to wait was 
rewarded in the end. “So much 
of what I do is about persistence, 
humility, and grace,” she says. 
“You’re creating something 
and pulling it together, and 
ultimately you have to trust 
yourself. That’s always easier 
said than done. But in this case, 
trusting my instinct to hold off 
on the redesign [in order] to get 
to know the home better and 
how it functions best for our 
family was the best decision 
we made.”u

Though Tharpe and her husband lived in their home 
for a year before renovating, the designer went ahead 
and decorated her two young daughters’ bedrooms 
including her oldest’s shown here early on.


